Overview of the
New Hampshire Estuaries Project

The NHEP was formed in 1995, when New
Hampshire’s estuaries were designated by the US
Environmental Protection Agency as “estuaries of
national significance” and included in the agency’s
National Estuary Program. The NHEP is one of 28
programs across the country with this distinction.
The NHEP initially was administered by the NH
Office of State Planning and was limited to work
within state borders.

The NHEP, through a collaborative process with
many partners and stakeholders, developed its
Comprehensive Conservation and Management Plan
to protect and restore New Hampshire estuaries.
For almost 10 years, the NHEP and its partners
implemented actions from
the Management Plan, P —
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2005 UPDATE

From 2001 to 2007, the
NHEP spent over $3.5
million to implement Management Plan actions to
improve, protect, or monitor the health of New
Hampshire’s estuaries. In 2008, the NHEP is
awarding nearly $300,000 to support over a dozen
different projects.

In 2005, the program moved from state government
to the University of New Hampshire. In December
2007 the NHEP Management Committee voted
unanimously to expand the NHEP’s area of focus to
the entire Great Bay Estuary watershed, including
the 24 percent of the watershed in Maine. This shift
is a critical step toward achieving the program’s
watershed-wide goals of improving water quality and
protecting and restoring important habitats.



Why did the NHEP expand its
focus area into Maine?

The decision to include the 24 percent of the Great
Bay Estuary watershed in Maine was driven by the
NHEP’s commitment to maintaining ecosystem
integrity at a watershed scale. Including Maine in the
NHEP focus area allows the program to pursue a true
watershed approach to resource protection.

What areas in Maine have been
added to the NHEP focus area?

The program’s extension involves the entire Great
Bay Estuary watershed, including the watershed areas
for the Salmon Falls River, Great Works River,
Piscataqua River, and Spruce Creek. This includes
significant land area in 10 Maine communities: Acton,
Berwick, Eliot, Kittery, Lebanon, North Berwick,
Sanford, South Berwick, Wells, and York.

When will Maine priorities be added
to the NHEP Management Plan?

The process to fully integrate the Maine portion of the
watershed into the NHEP’s programs and activities
will take 2-3 years. The NHEP will revise its
Management Plan in 2010 with the help of
stakeholders from Maine and New Hampshire. The
revised plan will identify actions throughout the entire
focus area that collectively are expected to improve
water quality and protect and restore important
habitats. The Management Plan drives the work of the
NHEP and other collaborating partners.
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